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Alumna gives guest lecture
on renewable energy sources
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

_______________________

Coummunity Initiatives in Sustainable Agriculture conference participants listen attentively during a tour of the SLUG greenhouse.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

CISA supports agricultural pursuits
Sam Tetzlaff
Staff Writer

_______________________

Lawrence held the third
annual Initiatives in Sustainable
Agriculture conference this
past weekend, April 5 through
7, in which a number of different events took place. Planned
events included keynote speakers, farmer panels, a documentary
called “Urban Roots,” a visit to
Riverview Gardens, a tour of the
Sustainable Lawrence University
Gardens (SLUG) and Open Space
discussions.
The conference had previously been named Student Initiatives
in Sustainable Agriculture (SISA)
and focused on student participants and building confidence
that sustainable agriculture is a
worthwhile pursuit after gradu-

On Friday, April 5, Debra
Mohnen ‘79, who is currently
a professor at the University of
Georgia in the Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology department,
gave a lecture on plant fuel and
biomass in Steiz Hall of Science.
In the lecture, Professor
Mohnen expressed her concern
about global warming and her
hopes of the lecture encouraging
students to think about this issue.
Professor Mohnen feels a larger
responsibility for global warming since her generation used
resources without really thinking
about the consequences. “I feel
the huge responsibility to help
solve the problem,” she said.
As a scholar in her field,
Professor Mohnen shared her
thoughts on the importance of
basic education. “Studies, at the
very basic level, not only push our
understanding forward, but serve
as the foundation for practical
steps ahead.” Mohnen believes,
“Basic research is the fuel that
founds the economic engine in the
country. Basic information feeds
and drives practical utility.”
As an alumna, she said she
carefully considered how to give
the lecture to undergraduate students of Lawrence. “I tried to think
what I would want to hear when I
was a student. I think I would
want to hear, ‘What is a graduate student project like?’” Mohnen
said. She said even after graduating from Lawrence, information
about what graduate research is
like or how to obtain a Ph.D would

be really helpful.
Students with interest in
biology showed an appreciation
for the lecture. Freshman Sophie
Scholtz said, “I really like how
she talks about energy, her fields
like researching related to current energy crisis. It is interesting to hear how she is applying
her work towards current issues.”
Scholtz also added, “It would be
nice someday if I got into some
research-based field.”
Another student, senior
Nathan Goodson-Gregg, said, “It
is an informative thing that the
speaker mentioned her experiences, how her interests stand
from her interactions with Dr.
Maravolo. That really made me
aware of the extensive interaction
that exists between faculty.”
Senior Samantha Schilsky
said, “[Professor Mohnen] put a
little at the end to tell Lawrence
students, ‘Remember your mentor.’ That’s true, and that is some
of the best advice that anyone
can give.” Schilsky continued,
“There is something to be said
about the Lawrence connection,
that when people graduate and
they are willing to help almost
any other Lawrence student […]
Everyone takes such pride in
being a Lawrentian.”
In terms of research,
Professor Mohnen said she
already got several grant proposals. “I would love to have more
Lawrentians come to work in
the lab.” Professor Mohnan was
very pleased that the character of
Lawrentians is the same as when
she was in Lawrence. “The people

ation from college. This year’s
conference was open to the surrounding community for the first
time, causing the name to be
changed to Community Initiatives
in Sustainable Agriculture (CISA).
Students, restaurant owners,
farmers and local adults made up
the recorded 120 participants.
Although this attendance
number was less than in previous
years, SLUG member and a CISA
coordinator, senior Hava Blair
said, “This is the third rendition
of [this conference] and I think
this one went the best out of all
three.” A contributing factor to
the conference’s success, in Blair’s
opinion, was the new format of
the Open Space discussions.
The “Open Space Technology”
or “World Café” format for presenting information was used in
the CISA conference for the first

time. This set-up allows for collaborative discussion activities
instead of several lectures with
a passive audience. This way, the
people that come to the conference develop the agenda. Blair
said of the format: “I think that
breadth allowed us to address a
lot of new issues that didn’t come
up in previous conferences where
we had very discrete presentations…it was a much wider range
of discussions.”
These discussion topics
ranged from growing mushrooms
to urban agriculture, and were not
restricted to agricultural subjects.
Several participants proposed
topics of education and even community outreach.
One specific event at the conference was the Introduction to

ing with others,” said sophomore
Alexis Cuozzo, a member of the
campus organization Gay, Lesbian,
Or Whatever (GLOW). “Dealing
with hard times and personal
strength is [also] very visible in
her work.”
When asked about her writing style, Gibson said, “I think I
have a different writing style than
most people, in that I write really focused on sound. I’m maybe
more like a songwriter than a
poet, because I know the sound of
the poem before I even fill in the
words. Words are sort of the last
thing that come to me in a poem
[…] It’s just the sound of it and the
vibration of it is as important to
me as the words on the page.”
Gibson, who was the first
winner of the Women’s World
Poetry Slam, is also known for her
activism, which comes through in
many of her poems.

“She pushes boundaries in a
good way, I think,” said Cuozzo.
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Spoken word poet Andrea Gibson discusses gender and sexuality
Alyssa Villaire
News Editor

______________________

Renowned slam poet Andrea
Gibson gave an intense performance discussing and urging her
audience to action on the topics of
gender, sexuality, love and war at
Lawrence’s Warch Campus Center
this past Wednesday, April 10.
Gibson performed to a room
brimming over with students and
community members, many of
whom had recently seen Gibson
perform and were eager to see her
once again.
Gibson performed some of
her most famous poems, including
“A Letter to the Playground Bully”
and “I Sing the Body Electric,
Especially When My Power’s Out.”
“Her poetry is very special
in the way that it talks about
relationships and communicat-

INSIDEVIEW:

This week’s top
news and views

Junior Sara Johnson, who
worked with the Campus Life
Office to bring Gibson to Lawrence,
agreed that Gibson tries to send
a strong message through her
words.
“It’s very powerful, but it’s
also very uplifting,” said Johnson,
the founder of the Creative
Writing Club, which helped sponsor Gibson’s visit. “[While other
poets] have incredible poetry,
after listening for awhile, you just
want to cry,” with Gibson’s poetry,
“even though it’s talking about
bullying or some really bad stuff,
it ends on a positive note. It’s not
just, ‘This sucks.’ It’s, ‘We should
do something about this.’”
Gibson’s poetry has reso-

See page 2

Spoken word poet Andrea Gibson vividly expresses thoughts to her audience.
Photo by Mathias Reed
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Folk musicians share experience on navigating industry
Lucy Brown
Staff Writer

____________________________________

World-renowned folk musicians Ken Kolodner ‘76 and Brad
Kolodner shared their unique
career paths to musicianship in
Harper Hall the morning of April
4. Ken is a foremost expert in
hammered dulcimer and fiddle
while his son Brad specializes
in clawhammer banjo, banjola,
fretless banjo, guitar, fiddle and
vocals. They have played together
for three years.
In addition to talking about
their own career paths, they provided insight on how to navigate
the complex world of the music
industry and making a living as a
musician.
To make a living as a musician, both said they made a point
to network and do free shows
to spread their name. They also
bring in income from many areas.
Touring, workshops, lessons,

instrument and CD sales and
recording are all important elements
“You have to have a combination of things to make it work,”
Brad said. “You can’t just expect
that you’ll make it with some
nationally touring band and that
will sustain you for 30 years.”
However, some aspects of the
industry are bigger moneymakers
than others. “I’ve never looked at
recording as a way to make a living or to make money, but it’s certainly another big piece that contributes,” Ken added. “I’ve always
looked at recording as a statement
of what you do as a musician.”
After a bad experience with
a record label, Ken is now independent. He highlighted the fact
that with today’s social media and
e-mail, it’s even easier to promote
yourself and take care of the business aspect of music. He chuckled,
“[It’s] not the most fun part, but
it’s necessary.”

Networking and being
responsive with communication
was another key part of their success as musicians. “We kind of live
by the idea of one gig can lead to
another,” Brad explained. “So if we
have a gig somewhere, we’ll get
the check for playing, but there
are so many things we try to do
simultaneously.”
Their last pieces of advice to
young musicians looking to make
it performing was to never undersell your music and to pick performances wisely. Regarding his
trio, Ken said, “One of the things
we did was we didn’t play every
opportunity.”
Many assume that professional musicians start planning
their career early in life, but both
Ken and Brad started on their
musical journeys after schooling in other subjects. Ken has
a degree in epidemiology from
Johns Hopkins University in addition to a degree from Lawrence in

over time it was embraced more
popularly for the health benefits
it provides. There are some movements in Tai Chi that are based
mainly on the movements of animals, such as snakes and cranes.
Rather than emphasizing
strength to the same degree as
some other martial arts, those
who practice Tai Chi focus mainly on achieving better balance
and flexibility, with the result of
strength. It is sometimes called
“moving meditation” because of
the tendency of it to allow a loss
of stress in participants.
The action of Tai Chi involves
tying together gentle muscle
movements while maintaining
deep and balanced breathing.
The aim with this is generally to
refocus and balance the body and
mind, though often participants
choose their own goal.
Some people prefer to use
Tai Chi primarily as a way to aid
in specific types of physical and
mental healing. When done correctly, Tai Chi has been shown
to aid in digestion, balance, gas
exchange in the lungs and joint
stiffness. Tai Chi is easily modified
if a participant has health limita-

tions.
The Mission of WellU is to
support a healthy environment
and positive, balanced lifestyles
for the Lawrence community
members in the physical, mental,
emotional, spiritual, social, environmental, intellectual and occupational dimensions of wellness.
Among other endeavors, WellU
has worked towards this mission
by offering classes such as Yoga
and Pilates.
In response to student interest, the Wellness Center has
recently added new offerings in
addition to Tai Chi. Earlier this
year Muay Thai was added to
WellU’s list of classes aimed at
wellness of the mind and body.
Muay Thai is a martial art that
originated in Thailand.
Every month the Wellness
Center offers a Lunch and Learn
during which a variety of wellness topics are discussed. These
occur the second Tuesday of each
month in the Kraemer room. The
next Lunch and Learn will occur
at 11:30 on May 14 and it will
be about Professor Kathy Privatt’s
Alexander Technique.

psychology and sociology. He has
published over 100 medical journals while pursuing music.
Before starting his Ph.D, Ken
picked up the fiddle for fun, in
hopes of “someday being able to
play with people because it looked
like so much fun.” He then started the hammered dulcimer and
has released albums and instructional books and was signed with
Columbia Records for a period of
time. He has toured every state
and 30 countries, always returning to Baltimore.
Brad graduated from Ithaca
College in June 2012 with a television and radio degree. While
job searching during the summer
after graduation, he started teaching banjo. Ken teaches as well and
said, “The teaching aspect is really
critical because that’s almost the
more stable aspect of the music
business.” They teach three to four
hours a day, five days a week on
average.

Brad’s career also started
later, similar to that of his father.
“There wasn’t some specific
moment when I decided, ‘Okay,
I’m just going to do music fulltime,’” he explained, “but it was a
more gradual process.”
At 17, Brad started banjo,
attending a music camp where
his father taught. Since then, he’s
won multiple awards for banjo.
He teaches and is a radio DJ for
WAMU.
Being a folk musician in a
world that is phasing out the old
and replacing it with the synthetic, electronic new would seem a
difficult task, but these two provided proof that it is possible,
with the right career tactics and
plenty of passion.
The title song of their album
“Otter Creek” has hit number two
on the folk DJ-L list and was in the
top 50 for several months. The
album has garnered praise from
DJs and dulcimer players alike.

Tai Chi offers new avenue for mental wellness and balance
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

___________________

Tuesday, April 9 marked the
first day that Tai Chi was offered at
Lawrence by the Wellness Center.
The class was taught by Fox Cities
resident Justin Berens who has 10
years of experience with Tai Chi.
The class was offered from 7 to
7:55 p.m. in the Hurvis room of
the Warch Campus Center.
This new program began
after junior Tony Capparelli
approached WellU staff representative Erin Buenzli about adding an organized Tai Chi class to
Lawrence. Capparelli had practiced Tai Chi before and said that
“anybody can do it,” and that it’s
a good form of exercise for musicians as well because it’s a “nonstress exercise that puts no tension on wrists or arms.” WellU
worked with the Appleton YMCA
to find a local teacher and the
connection to Justin Berens was
made.
Tai Chi originated as a typically weaponless martial art in
China in the 12th century and

CISA

continued from page 1
Beekeeping Workshop, a workshop that sophomore Annica
Mandeltort helped lead. This
workshop included discussion
about bees, the different types
of bees there are, what they look
like, how to find them and then
taking a group of participants to
Lawrence’s apiary located behind
Hiett Hall. On CISA, Mandeltort
said, “The conference was great
because you got to meet so many
people passionate about similar
things.”
Another event was the Chefs
and Food Entrepreneurs Panel in
which the co-founders of Gormet
Grassfed, Ben Kramlich and
Andrew Sell spoke. Their business focuses specifically on local,
organic beef jerky and hopes to
connect people with themselves,
each other and the planet through
real food. A message that Sell
really stressed to the audience
was that “the only constant in
life is change” and explained how

if one wants to see a change in
community agriculture, that person needs to do something about
it. Mandeltort also attended the
panel and said that Kramlich and
Sell “were really encouraging.”
These events and the numerous others throughout the
weekend were all facilitated by
members of SLUG. The four coordinators for this year’s conference were Blair, freshman Kate
Bellile, junior Brynley Nadziejka
and Oren Jacobson ‘12, who is
employed at the local, non-profit
Riverview Gardens and prompted
the partnership with SLUG for the
conference. As Blair said, “SLUG
is the main driver in putting the
conference together.”

Gibson

continued from page 1

nated across the United States
and across the world. According
to Gibson’s official website, “her
work has been featured on the
BBC, Air America, C-SPAN, Free
Speech TV and in 2010 was read
by a state representative in lieu
of morning prayer at the Utah
State Legislature.” Apart from
this, Gibson frequently performs
at universities, high schools and
middle schools across the country.
In the days leading up to
Gibson’s performance, a buzz had
been gradually building on campus. Though Gibson’s name is not
a particularly famous one, many
people react when they hear the
titles of poems that Gibson has
written and performed. In particular, Gibson’s poem “A Letter
to the Playground Bully” stirs recognition amongst the Lawrence
student body, even for those who
don’t know the poet’s name.
Freshman Keira Jett, however,
was not among those who didn’t

Sophomores Zoe Psarouthakis and Claire Fox attend one of LU’s first Tai Chi sessions.
Photo by Katie Crawford

recognize Gibson’s name. She was
eager for her performance from
the moment she heard about it,
citing Gibson’s visual language as
what she admires most.
“You just can always say, ‘I’m
sad,’” said Jett, who is a member
of the Creative Writing Club, “but
she has this way of taking all these
words and so precisely stringing
them together so that you understand exactly what she’s saying,
and it just moves you. And also,
her performance—reading her
work is something, but listening
to her is incredible. Because […]
she just feels everything that she’s
saying 100% and it’s moving and
inspiring.”
Sophomore Joey Belonger
said that he was amazed at how
people came from distances to see
Andrea perform at Lawrence.
“I thought she conveyed a lot
of heartfelt and important information in a medium that we don’t
normally get to experience at
Lawrence,” said Belonger.Gibson
also wanted her performance to
be a sign of support for the LGBTQ
community at Lawrence.

“I was thinking about how
the school that I went to was the
exact same size, and I never found
another queer person on campus,”
said Gibson. “I would just say, to
really embrace the community
here and lean on each other and
to look out for folks that are going
through a rough time and just
support each other.”
Besides GLOW and the
Creative Writing Club, Gibson’s
visit to Lawrence was sponsored
by the Alyssa Paul Maria Fund
for Student Entertainment, which
provides grants to organizations
and individual students who want
to bring unique events to the
Lawrence campus.
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That was Lawrence
Wrapping Up
Stephen Nordin
Staff Historian

____________________________________

With the start of the new
term, I have decided to take a
break from writing this column.
During my time as Staff Historian
for this publication, I have had
the distinct pleasure of trolling
through the blue-bound volumes
of Lawrentian issues past and
learning about the place from
which I shall graduate in June.
One of the reasons I undertook this project was to gain a better understanding of Lawrence’s
past and my personal experience
here beyond the musings of jaundice-eyed seniors from 2009.
The Lawrence experience of
my peers in the class of 2013
accounts for just four years of the
University’s one hundred and sixty-six. Although our applications
to Lawrence were predicated on
the highly billed individualized
experience, it is important to put
our tenure in the context of those
who came before.
First, let me offer the observation that there are many similarities between our Lawrence
and that of previous decades.
For example, would-be
politicos have continually beaten the flaccid drum of “student apathy” since the beginning of the Lawrence University
Community Council. Alongside,
The Lawrentian’s editorial board
has raked the muck of LUCC and
endured the counter-harrumphing of its representatives in its
Op-Ed section.
Lawrentians have groused
about negative encounters with
“townies” going back to before
the Civil War, when white
Appletonians forced a black
Lawrentian to drop out. The
town/gown stereotypes have
been portrayed pretty consistently in the paper—Lawrentians
are privileged, out-of-touch and
naive meddlers. Appletonians
come across as backward and racist rustics.
There are also many differences. Women have gone
from experiencing an extremely

restrictive residential and academic environment to positions of
prominence in the student body,
faculty, staff and administration.
Lawrence, though relatively progressive on racial issues
throughout its history, has shifted
from a lily-white and predominately midwestern student body
to an increasingly diverse mixture from the four corners of the
globe—though these students
often experience Appleton and
Lawrence in a dramatically different way than their Wisconsinite
counterparts.
However, as a Lawrence historian schooled to shy away from
sweeping positivist declarations
--such as those above—I would
argue that to truly understand
and capture the history of our
university, one necessarily views
its past through the lens of our
individual experiences here.
The hilarious portrait of
Greg Griffin from his 1978 LUCC
run gains additional meaning for
me due to my having met him
at Griff’s Grill over the summers,
just as our photos will for future
Lawrentians.
By delving into the archives,
one can understand that the
Warch Campus Center does not
just represent easily-accessible
food, mail and meeting spaces. It
also marks the tenure of a president who took Lawrence in a state
of crisis and left it as a renowned
liberal arts college.
The gold names, on wooden plaques in Memorial Hall, of
Lawrentians lost to war encourage you to ask yourself what you
are going to do with your education.
Although there is more history at Lawrence than can be captured in a column or a few hours
in the archives, I highly encourage
current students to delve into our
university’s past. I certainly have
learned a lot and heartily thank
Erin Dix for her assistance.
If I have learned anything
from writing this column, it is
that one cannot truly say “This Is
Lawrence” without understanding what it was.

Do you find yourself...
...disagreeing with what our writers have to say?
...nodding your head in accord?
...thinking you can do better?
If so,

Join The Lawrentian as
a writer, columnist or
comic artist!
Contact Variety Editor Amaan Khan

HAMM ON THE LAM
by the fabulous Emily Hamm

M u r p h y ’ s L a w o f To u r i n g

Specht Pages

Excellence and Prophesy
Kevin Specht
Columnist

_______________________

Ever since this fine column was thrust into alliance
with Lawrence University’s The
Lawrentian back in September
of 2012, Specht Pages has provided the student newspaper
with a refreshing view of campus and student life. We have
made numerous suggestions for
improving the institution which
we all love, provided world-class
reporting, shared recipes, published interviews, and made the
push to produce (for the first time
in The Lawrentian’s history) a
commercially viable newspaper.
In honor of all these accomplishments and to celebrate the
perpetually increasing level of
journalistic excellence demonstrated by Specht Pages, it has
been unanimously decided by all
of us at Specht Pages that the first
annual Specht Pages Award for
Journalistic Excellence is awarded
to Specht Pages.
Grand Marshal and CEO Kevin
Specht will accept this award with
much fanfare on Wednesday, April
17 in the comfort of his own dorm.
Further, he will also be given a
round-trip vacation, scheduled
for reading period, to beautiful
Nashville, Tennessee. All expenses
paid.
With the presentation of this
award and in the name of progress, we have decided that it is
time to move this publication to
weird, new places. So, this week’s
issue will not report on a news
story or give a zany solution for a
problem that you might not have

realized even exists. Rather, in this
issue, we will be providing all of
you with false prophesy.
Aries: Your best friend will
turn into a squid, but no one will
believe you.
Taurus: Petting a dog will, in
fact, give you good luck on your
test. However, when your professor gets hives from the resultant
allergic reaction, it will be your
job to harvest the honey.
Gemini: You may not know
why you are a music major, but

“...in the name
of progress, we
have decided that
it is time to move
this publication
to weird, new
places.”

you do know that you enjoy the
yummy benefits of going to your
friends’ recitals.
Cancer: Next time you look
up to the Nipple of Knowledge,
remember that with each smile
you give, you will receive two
more in your next life.
Leo: In the next week, don’t
be surprised if you find yourself
ankle-deep in shag carpet and fish
sticks. Weird, I know.
Virgo: After a long shift at
Bon Appétit, you will learn both
the meaning of life and your purpose from someone to whom you
have never spoken before.
Libra: You will find more joy
in smashing an ice cream cone in

someone’s hair than you would
have if you simply ate it. I promise.
Scorpio: The Lawrence
University Shopping Shuttle will
become of great use to you after
you learn that your favorite childhood restaurant is walking distance from the Fox River Mall.
Sagittarius: By Wednesday,
you will finally achieve your
dream of becoming a critical
thinker and problem solver who
thinks logically and sequentially.
Congratulations.
Capricorn: You will invent a
new type of hat that doubles as a
shield and ladder in a pinch.
Aquarius: This week will
finally change your liberal view of
water boarding.
Pisces: The phrase “pleasure is fleeting” will take on new
meaning for you when you are
approached for directions to
Menasha.
Final thoughts: Senior vegan
and tuba player Alex Norris has
found a winning ticket on the first
floor of the campus center. His
prize was a DVD set of cartoons.
There are still 12 tickets left!
Also, the Specht Pages team
has evaluated the water fountains
(or “bubblers,” as they prefer to be
called) on campus, and we have
determined that the two best bubblers on campus are located on the
second floor of Brokaw Hall and
on the east side of the third floor
of The Mudd. Congratulations to
both bubblers. Each will receive
a Specht Pages authorized
Certificate of Excellence in the
coming days.
“You heard it first on Specht
Pages.”

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Track team posts five top-three finishes in first meet
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
men’s and women’s track teams
began their spring season schedule in some cloudy and wet
weather at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Men’s and
Women’s Track & Field Open on
Saturday, April 6. The women’s
team finished fourth out of six
teams and the men’s team placed
fourth out of five.
The highlights of the day for
the men’s side included a trio of
third place finishes. Senior Sam
Stevens grabbed third place in
the 1,500 meters with a time of
4:05.94. Freshman Tyler Herman
also notched a third place finish in the 400 meters with a

time of 52.47 seconds. The final
third place finish for the men
came in the 1,600 meter relay
event, where the team finished
in 3:38.20. Members of that relay
team include Herman, junior Mike
Mangian and freshmen Matthew
Geleske and Ben Bard. The top
finisher for the Vikings during the
throwing events was junior Andy
Paider, who took 11th place in
the hammer throw. Sophomore
Spencer Swick notched 13th place
in the shot put and 14th in the discus throw. Finally, freshman James
Holden took eighth place in the
javelin throw.
On the women’s side, a pair
of second place finishes headlined
their day. Senior Rose Tepper took
runner-up in the high jump at
5 ft. 1 in, while the 1,600 relay

team also captured second with
a time of 4:23.53. That squad
included Tepper, freshman
Liza Girsova, sophomore Anna
Bolgrien and freshman Hayley
Cardinal. Girsova also took seventh in the 200 meters with a time
of 27.82 seconds and Bolgrien
grabbed third in the 400 hurdles
in 1:07.22. Freshman Sofie Yang
finished eighth in the triple jump.
Junior Katherine Dannecker took
17th place in the 1500 meter run
amongst a deep field of runners
and junior Sam Luebke placed
ninth in the long jump.
The Vikings were excited to
get outside and compete, even
though the weather was not the
most ideal. “It is always fun to
compete,” mentioned Paider. “We
fought through the weather and

started off the season strong. We
are all excited to continue working hard and improve at each
meet, every weekend.”
The next event for Lawrence
is April 13 when they will travel
to Milwaukee to compete in the
Wisconsin Lutheran Invitational.
Paider is anxious, once again, to
put his skills to the test. “You work
hard all week on your strength
and technique. These meets
are our chance to show off our
talents. The overall goal is continue to beat your own personal
records and peak at the Midwest
Conference Championships at the
end of the season.”

Lawrence’s struggles at the plate:
“Their starting pitchers were
throwing strikes early and often.
After not playing games for a
week, our hitters were in a little
bit of a funk. The biggest thing
that went wrong on Sunday was
our pitch selection at the plate.”
Game one saw the Vikings
get a complete game contribution
from sophomore Drew Doares
who walked four, struck out three
and gave up four runs over eight
innings. His performance on
the mound kept the team within distance for a rally. However,
Lawrence’s offense could not
scrape anything together. Davis
Ogilvie also made a solid contribution, as he collected half of the
Vikings’ hits in the first game,
going 2-for-3 at the plate.

The offensive struggles continued for the Vikings in game
two as Ripon received another
complete game shutout from
their starter. Sophomore Atley
Gay gave up six earned runs over
seven innings. Unfortunately, the
Vikings were unable to provide
their pitcher any run support in
the contest, and the Red Hawks
blew a 2-0 lead wide open in the
bottom of the fifth as they plated five runs. Lawrence relievers
would go on to give up three more
runs before the game was called.
Rest assured, the team is
looking forward to their home
doubleheader against Ripon
scheduled for Tuesday, April 16 at
Whiting Field. However, the Vikes
are looking to grab some wins
this weekend as they travel to

Beloit College on Saturday for a
doubleheader before hosting the
Buccaneers the following day for
a home twin bill. Outfielder Richie
Foreman shed some light on what
the Vikings will have to do to
collect some conference wins
this weekend. “Beloit relies a lot
on their pitching, so we have to
be more patient and selective at
the plate. Our pitchers are going
to throw strikes and give us a
chance to win the game. If we can
put up five or more runs against
them, I think we can grab some
W’s.” Look for Lawrence’s bats to
get hot this weekend, and hopefully the team can sustain some
momentum into the heart of their
conference schedule.

when he hits. They call him
“trackstar,” because whenever he
runs anywhere it’s like he’s in
the 100 m dash in the Olympics.
Additionally, Junior Sam Kossow
apparently hates when the team
puts on the song “Call Me Maybe.”
The Vikings have been warned
that he will smash the CD player
it is put on. Last but not least,
freshman Phil Ziller takes his job
of being “Zilla the Killa” to heart.
Thank God for senior Phil

Wisniewski, who keeps things
exciting and fun. He was overwhelmingly voted the team’s funniest person to be around. It’s
important to note that Phil is also
known as “Wiz” or “Horseshoe”
because of his well-defined horseshoe shaped triceps. “Horseshoe”
is absolutely hilarious when he
looks in the mirror and starts to
flex. He contends that whenever
he has a child, “Carlos Jr.” will be
a natural power lifter because it is
“in his blood.”
A special thanks to seniors
Davide Harris and Richie
Foreman, who put their thinking caps together to answer this
question about who they believe
is the funniest member of their
team. “This is clearly a team all
about working together,” they
said. “Without a doubt, Phil is the
funniest person on the team. It’s
all about the story.”
Attention ladies! For those
who are looking to fall in love with
a member of the baseball team,
the following are what these guys
are looking for:
No allergies to leather or burlap; a great sense of humor; someone who is athletic and enjoys

long walks on the beach; one they
can trust; and, finally, the team is
looking for a girl who isn’t afraid
to get up and dance to Meatloaf’s
“Paradise By the Dashboard
Light.” “If you don’t dance, we’ll z
ya never,” Wisniewski said. If you
fit this description, support the
men at their home games this season and maybe one of them will
call you. Maybe?
See folks, the LU baseball
team has a lot to offer apart from
making a uniform look good. They
hold a book club in the student
lounge on Wednesday nights,
which is open to community
members and allows them to connect with the people of Appleton.
They are full of comedy. There is
never a dull moment in practice
or a game with all the different
personalities. Someone is always
making a joke, whether it is “Zilla
the ‘I lose stuff’ Killa” or “Knockin
boots!” Putting his jokes aside for
a moment, Wisniewski said, “The
baseball team is not what it once
was. We expect to win each game
we play and we all expect to make
the conference tournament.”
Best of luck this season!

Ripon defeats Lawrence baseball squad in MWC action
Andrew Borresen
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The weather lifted just
enough this past Sunday for some
Midwest Conference baseball to
finally be played. Unfortunately,
hits were hard to come by Sunday
afternoon for the Lawrence baseball team as they lost both games
of their doubleheader at Ripon
College. Lawrence lost game one
by a score of 5-0 and game two,
10-0. With the two losses, the
Vikings moved to 6-6 overall on
the season and 0-2 in Midwest
Conference play.
The Vikings managed only
seven hits between the two games
compared to the Red Hawks’ 23
total hits. Senior Davide Harris
offered some perspective on

Inside the Locker Room: LU Baseball team antics
Ellie Galvin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

What does the Lawrence
baseball team have to offer? Well
first off, the team says they have
a few guys who, “Don’t know the
meaning of fun.” So watch out
for these ones. Sophomore Tim
Kinsella is way too serious. His
routine is archaic, eating three
bowls of Wheaties every morning to give him that pop he needs

Senior Davide Harris is no stranger to having fun on the field.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Softball

continued from page 5
a double to right-center in the top
of the seventh to bring home Kaye
and junior Mary Diduch, ending
the scoring at 3-0.
Sophomore Kara Vance
allowed only four hits in four 1/3
innings to get the win, and Murray
recorded her fourth save of the

season as she took over for the
final two 2/3 innings. Kaye went
three-for-three to lead the Viking
offense, which was impressive
since the team was held to just
eight hits.
Due to weather conditions,
Tuesday’s game at Alverno College
was postponed.

LU Bubble

continued from page 11
Lawrence has a bit of an image
problem with many members
of the community at large. Lots
of people seem to think that
Lawrence students are snobs buried in our textbooks and musical
instruments, rarely coming out
to engage in greater discussions

with the rest of the community;
but I know very well that this portrayal of us is unfair and untrue.
The image is ours to change,
and the only way we can do so is
by beginning to reach out not just
as students of the Liberal Arts,
but students of the world itself.

Standings
School

Conf. Overall

Men’s Tennis
North
St. Norbert
Lake Forest
Carroll
Lawrence
Ripon

2-0
1-1
0-0
0-0
0-2

5-9
8-7
8-6
8-6
1-12

2-0
1-0
1-1
1-1
0-3

18-9
7-7
10-4
7-12
0-9

4-0
2-0
0-0
0-2
0-4

12-5
6-8
3-11
6-6
8-10

3-1
3-1
1-3
1-3
0-0

10-5
8-10
6-12
4-14
5-10

1-1
1-1
0-0
0-0
0-0

7-9
3-19
10-6
8-8
4-16

4-0
4-2
2-4
1-3
1-3
0-0

9-9
11-8
3-15
8-7
10-10
0-14

South
Grinnell
Monmouth
Cornell
Knox
Illinois Col.
Baseball
North
St. Norbert
Ripon
Beloit
Lawrence
Carroll
South
Knox
Illinois Col.
Grinnell
Monmouth
Cornell
Softball
North
Ripon
Beloit
Lawrence
St. Norbert
Carroll
South
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Knox
Cornell
Illinois Col.
Grinnell

Internet

continued from page 11
network activity for that computer at that time. Said Armstrong,
“The only way we can fix this is if
people tell us about the problem.”
Another potential fix is available online at http://ow.ly/jTSPJ
for YouTube and Twitch.tv streaming on Time Warner. I’ve tried it,
however, and haven’t noticed any
improvement for YouTube. So, as
people say on the internet, YMMV.

Biology

continued from page 1
are really excited and interested
in what they are doing and they
think really deeply about it, and
very ambitious and motivated.”
Professor Mohnen lastly said,
“I think the future of our country
depends on people who are independent thinkers, who can think
outside of the box, and have the
confidence to be movers and shakers, using not only the information
but the creativity they have to
make the difference. I sense that
in the Lawrence students.”
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Softball goes 2-2 on road
Mackenzie Dwyer
Staff Writer

____________________________________

After traveling to Illinois
for the weekend, the Lawrence
University softball team struggled
against the University of Chicago
on Saturday, April 6, but pulled
their act together Sunday for a
pair of solid shutouts against
Rockford College to end their trip.
At Stagg Field on Saturday,
the women were swept in a nonconference doubleheader against
the University of Chicago, 3-2 in
the opener and 6-2 in the nightcap. The Maroons started off the
scoring with a run in the first
inning, but the Vikings fought
back with a run of their own
in the top of the second to tie
things up. Junior Alex Chiodo was
walked and junior Alissa Geipel
stepped in to pinch run. Geipel
quickly advanced and with the
bases loaded, freshman Katie
Schumacher was hit by a pitch to
bring Geipel home and even the
score at 1-1.
Pulling ahead, the Vikings
scored again in the sixth inning
when freshman Anna Wawiorka
doubled to left field. Wawiorka
was pushed to third on a bunt and
later scored on freshman Taylor
Dodson’s groundout. Though it
looked good for the Vikes as they
entered the bottom of the seventh with the lead, the Maroons
knocked a walk-off two-run homerun off of senior Shannon Murray
to seal the win over Lawrence.
Lawrence held a 2-1 lead in
the nightcap with two runs in the
second inning, but their scoring

halted there. The Maroons went
on to score three runs in the bottom-half of the second, and one in
the fourth and sixth to secure the
6-2 win.
Although the weekend started rough, the Vikings got it together to take over Smith Athletic Field
and shutout Rockford College 5-0
in the opener and 3-0 in the nightcap.
The Vikings dominated
the opener right from the start
when Dodson singled up the
middle to bring in Murray and
freshman Savanna Marsicek doubled to bring home Wawiorka.
Schumacher later doubled in the
fourth to bring home Marsicek
and make it 3-0. Stepping in
to pinch run for Murray, freshman Sarah Loepfe scored off of
Dodson’s double down the left
field line in the fifth. Next, senior
Cathy Kaye reached base after singling up the middle, before stealing two bases. Finally, freshman
Tierney Duffy drove in Kaye with
a single to left center.
The Vikings compiled 14 hits
against the Rockford Regents in
the opener, while Lawrence pitchers Murray and sophomore Liz
Barthels held their opponents to
only five. Wawiorka went threefor-four to pace the Vikings, while
Dodson, Marsicek and Murray
each had two hits apiece.
The nightcap got off to a
slower start, as the first run was
not scored until the fifth inning,
when Kaye singled in a run. In
their final kick, Wawiorka belted

See page 4

Rutgers basketball coach
fired after shocking video
Zach Ben-Amots
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On April 2, a video surfaced
of Mike Rice Jr., formerly the head
coach of the Rutgers University
men’s basketball team, verbally
and physically abusing his players. In the footage, Coach Rice
is shown pushing, hurling basketballs and shouting homophobic slurs at players. Within 24
hours of the footage appearing on
ESPN’s “Outside the Lines,” Rice
was fired by Rutgers University.
This incident of abusive
coaching was only the beginning of a major scandal for the
entire Rutgers athletic program.
Several months prior to Rice’s firing, Assistant Coach Eric Murdock
reported Rice’s behavior to
Athletic Director Tim Pernetti.
Four issues surrounding Murdock
and Pernetti have placed the
entire Rutgers athletic program in
the national spotlight.
First, Pernetti postponed the
meeting with Murdock multiple
times. One such postponement
occurred on November 20, 2012.
After calling off the meeting with
Murdock, Pernetti instead took
that day to announce that Rutgers
University had joined the Big Ten
Conference. This was a big step
forward for a growing sports program. It happened to arrive at the
same time as reports of Coach
Rice’s malicious behavior towards
athletes.
Second, Pernetti chose to
reprimand Coach Rice in several
ways without actually firing him.
Rice was assigned to anger-management classes, given a three
game suspension without pay and

a $50,000 fine. Pernetti classified
the suspension as “a complete
removal from the program,” but
did not revisit any of these sanctions or take any further action
until the footage was leaked.
Third, Murdock was fired
shortly after Coach Rice’s suspension. Murdock has since pursued
a wrongful termination lawsuit
against Rutgers University. Since
being let go and filing this lawsuit, Murdock leaked the film on
ESPN’s “Outside the Lines,” bringing the issue to national prominence. A few months later, the FBI
opened an investigation on Eric
Murdock after a report emerged
that one of Murdock’s lawyers
sent a letter to Rutgers administrators demanding $950,000.
Murdock has maintained that he
was merely acting as a whistleblower in the scenario and his
lawyers have flatly rejected allegations of extortion.
Lastly, Pernetti resigned from
his position as director of intercollegiate athletics at Rutgers
University. Pernetti’s resignation
came only two days after Mike
Rice, Jr. was officially fired. As part
of his resignation, Pernetti was
given a severance package worth
more than $1.25 million.
While the events described
above are sure to be examined
and scrutinized further in the
coming days and weeks, two
things are certain. Mike Rice, Jr.
was never exemplary as a head
coach at Rutgers—his overall
win-loss record was 44-51—and
Tim Pernetti could have saved the
University from the massive scandal they face today if he had fired
Rice back in November.

Athletes of the Week
by: Amanda Ollerer

Rose Tepper: Outdoor Track

1) What got you to start running track?
“Since this is my last season of my senior
year, this question has actually been on my
mind a lot recently and to be completely honest, I am not sure why I joined track in the first
place. I do however know why I have continued
to participate in track for the past 10 years.
High jump. As a track and field athlete, I have
always been expected to run, which has never
been my favorite activity, but since it is a part of
the sport I give it my best shot. My real passion
is in high jump, which is the aspect of this sport
that has kept my dedication all these years.
During my college athletic career I have had my
ups and downs, with one serious injury—dislocating my left knee—occurring two separate
times over the past four years. Taking in the
good times and the bad, it has been an enjoyable experience and I am eager to give it my all
in these last few weeks of the season.”

2) What is the hardest part of track?
“I think the hardest part of Track & Field
definitely differs for sprinters, jumpers, throwers and distance runners, as well as for each
individual athlete. For me personally, I struggle
the most with running and the most difficult
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
part is mentally preparing for a 400m race. The
400m is the longest distance that sprinters normally race—once around the outdoor track—and therefore can be very challenging mentally. No matter
what kind of shape you are in, after that 300m mark your body has hit its limit and is ready to be done
sprinting, which makes your mental attitude very crucial in that last 100m. Keeping your mind strong
and positive while not acknowledging your body’s physical fatigue is the greatest challenge.”

3) What has been your proudest moment during track, and why?
“I think my proudest moment during track is when I qualified for the NCAA National Championship
meet in the indoor season of my sophomore year. I hit the height that was needed to qualify for the
meet, felt strong and unstoppable. However, shortly after, I dislocated my knee for the second time; it
was one week before the Midwest Conference meet, and three weeks before the National meet. Which
then brings us to the toughest moment during my track & field career. I worked hard at rehab for
three weeks, and was finally cleared by the trainer to compete, two days before we were to leave for
the National meet. I had already accepted the fact that I wouldn’t be at full strength and should not be
too hard on myself if I did not do well, but to instead focus on getting the National meet experience.
However, it turned out that either Outback’s garlic mashed potatoes or the egg at Einstein’s Bagels was
not up to standards and the night before I was to compete my two coaches and I all came down with food
poisoning, and I was unable to even go watch the event, let alone compete in it. After all that training
and then the struggles with rehab, I still wasn’t able to compete. And now, with all that in the past, the
only thing to focus on now is my next proudest moment when I qualify for the National meet this final
season of my track & field career.”

Tyler Herman: Outdoor Track

1) What got you to started doing track?
“I started running track in middle school
because my friends were on the team and I
really enjoyed running. I also could not, and
still cannot, play other sports very well, so I
figured track would be the best sport for me.
I’d say that so far it has been a pretty good
decision. If you saw me try to play basketball,
you’d probably agree.”

2) What is your favorite part about
track?
“I think I’d have to say my favorite thing
about track is watching myself and my teammates improve. Breaking a personal record
carries with it a large sense of accomplishment, and it’s nice to know that the training
and hard work we put in actually pays off. I
also love cheering for my teammates in an
attempt to help them when things get tough
during a race. It definitely helps me to know
people are there next to the track, pushing me
to perform my best, so I feel that I can help by
doing the same for them.”

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
3) What has been your proudest
moment during track, and why?
“My proudest moment in track during my time here at Lawrence has to have been when I broke the
Distance Medley Relay school record along with Dan Thoresen, Mike Mangian and Sam Stevens. I ran
the shortest leg of the relay, so I take the least credit, but I still feel proud to be able to say I’m a part of a
school record. As far as my proudest track moment of all time, I would say qualifying for the State meet
last year in the 4x400m Relay was pretty amazing. I was the third leg of the relay, and as I watched my
teammate—the fourth leg—cross the line and qualify us, I felt more proud and accomplished than ever
before as an athlete.”

4) If you could have dinner with anyone, who would it be and why?
“If given the opportunity, I would love to have dinner with Neil Peart (the drummer and lyricist for
Rush). He’s by far my favorite drummer, and I love the lyrics he writes. He is, to me, an inspiring and
insightful individual, and I would simply love to be able to spend five minutes talking to him; an entire
dinner would complete my life. I’m not so sure that he’d want to spend a whole dinner with me, though.
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How To: Dress for a reluctant Appleton spring
Devin Ross
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

After what was, in my opinion, a very
cold winter, we were all hoping for some
relief come springtime. Sorry to disappoint
everyone, but we didn’t get it. Even now, a
few weeks after the official turning date of
spring, the temperatures in our lovely city
of Appleton rarely get above 45, if even that.
So I have to ask: Why is everyone dressing
like its 65 degrees and sunny out?
Now, for the sake of honesty I have
to admit: Come spring break, I was one of
those people who took home most of their
cold weather clothes and came back with a
very full bag of spring dresses, shorts and
not very warm but stylish jackets. Foolish
me, I was hoping that the first day of spring
would actually mean that spring was starting. But I haven’t actually worn any of it
yet! I’ve been very surprised by some of the
outfits that have already appeared on campus, despite the still frigid temperatures.
The very first day back to class after spring
break, I watched a girl run from Warch all
the way to Main because it was 40 degrees
out and she was wearing a short pink and
white flowered skirt with a tank top and

Illustration by Cori Lin

cardigan. While it was a cute outfit, I am
still slightly confused about how she rationalized that outfit to herself that morning.
That very same day I saw three separate
guys walking around in pastel shorts with

sandals and high socks on, which in my
opinion is always a poor decision.
Now to the point, it is still possible
to dress nicely and even spring-y while
staying warm. I like to call this layering. It

is more than possible to wear your cute
spring skirt now, but I would seriously suggest throwing on some tights to go with it.
It may not seem like such a big difference,
but trust me; you’ll love those tights when
you’re walking through the wind tunnel on
campus. It is also really easy to make that
cardigan a little warmer. Instead of just the
cardigan throw on a cut cropped jacket to
go with it. You will still be taking off the
jacket in class, so you get the cute outfit,
but outside you get a bit of a windbreaker,
as well.
For the guys, if you have to wear your
shorts even though it’s still cold out, throw
on some real shoes! You will really be
thanking me when the regular 40 degree
downpour starts and you have to walk
through some cold puddles. Maybe on top
you can add a nice sweatshirt so I don’t get
the chills every time I see one of you walking around in shorts and a tee shirt. You can
even go the other way and choose the flip
flops, but put on some long pants.
In the end, I think spring will be joining
us soon. The cold is getting a little less bitter, and we mostly get rained on these days
instead of snow. But until then, lets try to
stay warm, LU.

ily

Introducing...
A sneak peak at some
of the performances
from this year’s show!
LU SHAKTI: Cabaret’s Bollywood performance is being led in a new direction by
freshman Gintu Kottarathil, who is also the president and founder of LU Shakti, the
new on-campus Bollywood dance group. “The first time I saw Cabaret was when I
visited campus last year and after I saw the Bollywood segment, I became inspired to
do my own because it is something that I do as a living,” said Kottarathil. Lawrentians
were able to get a taste of LU Shakti when they accompanied the Viking Chorale during
a choir concert. In this year’s Cabaret, Kottarathil will be performing with five other
girls and four guys in a dance mix that will include some of the latest Bollywood hits
and a Bollywood remix of a very popular American song performed by Lady Gaga.
Kottarathil hopes that by the end of the group’s performance in Cabaret, they will
be able to inspire Lawrentians to continue showcasing the Bollywood culture on the
Lawrence campus by joining LU Shakti
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Contributions from: Andre Augustine,
Andrew Calderon, Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez
and Eryn Wecker

HILLEL: An eclectic mix of Israeli, Turkish and other influences will be featured
in Hillel’s first ever Cabaret performance. While some Cabaret performances center
around a specific country, Hillel incorporated the backgrounds of the people in the
dance. Said President of Hillel, junior Liz Barenholtz, “Diana [Szteinberg Bursztyn] and
Lina Rosenberg have some Israeli dance background so they were able to incorporate
some of that into the dance moves they had learned from camps and stuff. But it’s not
all Hillel members that are involved in the dance. There are people from all different
groups...There’s a Turkish aspect of the dance.” The group watched various music
videos and listen to music as a group to land on the perfect songs and get a handle on
the choreography. Barenholtz admitted, “It’s not a super technical dance,” adding, “The
most fun part is definitely practicing as a group.”

DANZA MEXICA: This year’s Cabaret is offering selections from the brand new
Aztec dance group called “Danza Mexica,” founded earlier this year by freshman
Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez. Ek-Vazquez uses the word “Danza” because it carries the connotation of a resilient, disciplined, reflective, humble and passionate character—traits that
he believes have the potential to improve the quality of life of all beings and he hopes
to exhibit that in the group’s cabaret performance. They are performing a Danza called
Iztakuauhtli, “Aguila Blanca” or white eagle, which may require the use of a drum. This
Danza portrays the essence of activation energy in constant movement. The repeating
steps represent the qualities which must always be present in the pursuit of something: fortitude and tenacity. The type of sound that will be provided will come from
thick seeds called ayoyotes that will be attached to the dancer’s ankles and will make
a sound similar to rain. These sounds show that each step must be made precisely and
gracefully because one is being heard. Through this performance, Ek-Vazquez plans to
show how the spirit of a dancer is that of a warrior, unyielding.
VIATNAMESE FAN DANCE: The Vietnamese Fan Dance group is one of the favorites that will be returning to LU’s Cabaret this year. The dance will feature eight girls,
including senior Nhi Nguyen, who has already taken part in Cabaret in past years. “I
used to Belly dance my sophomore year, but I never did a fan dance,” said Nguyen.
“Because it was my senior year, I wanted to be a part of it. So I met up with other
Vietnamese people and we came up with the dance.” The eight performers will be
dancing to a Vietnamese love song; however, Nguyen admits that this year’s fan dance
will not be slow and traditional, as in previous years, but more upbeat and modern. As
an international student, Nguyen wants to make sure that her group has fun performing this dance and that her Vietnamese culture will be shared with the Lawrence and
Appleton community.

LOS CITOS: The Los Citos are planning on taking Lawrentians away from the cold
Wisconsin air to sunny skies and warm climate of the Caribbean. They are prepared
to perform dances from the tropical island of the Dominican Republic, where the
weather is hot and the dancing is guaranteed to make you get out of your seat. The
Los Citos consists of seniors Andrew Calderon, Osbani Garcia, Hashim Morad, Melissa
Zheng, sophomore Rachel Wilke and freshman Juliana Zabala. Lawrentians will see
four different dances: the speedy hip moves and intricate arm combinations that form
the longstanding dance tradition known as the Merengue; the romantic, sensual hip
sways against the slow beat and heart struck lyrics of Bachata; the traditional steps of
the Mexican Cumbia; and the temperature raising high energy movements of Reggae.
With a combination of these different dance genres, the Los Citos will not disappoint
and plan to fill the stage with warm Dominican sunshine.
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Secret lives of our profs:

Alan Parks, Professor of Mathematics
Sam Wagner
Staff Writer

____________________________________

What led you into the math field?
I am an unusual person that way,
in that when I was a freshman in high
school I took a geometry class and the
teacher was absolutely fabulous. The
curriculum is quite different now than
it used to be, but then geometry was
primarily a proofs course. That was the
first time I was ever exposed to rigorous
mathematics as a system of logic built on
assumptions that you start with, axioms.
It was really a lot of fun for me. That was
the thing that made me really want to do
mathematics, not just learn it!

How did you arrive to Lawrence?
That’s, I think, kind of a neat story. I
was headed, after I got my Ph.D, towards
larger research institutions. Before I
came to Lawrence we [Park’s family]
were about two jobs away from our
“dream job.” We were in southeastern
Ohio with two small children, our parents were getting older, we were trying
to figure out how to get back closer to
Wisconsin sooner to be where our families were. I saw that there was a position
open at Lawrence. I had no idea about
small colleges. I had never been to one,
so I called up Professor Pourciau, he was
the Mathematics Chair then. I basically
asked him why people work at small colleges, and the more I found out the more
attractive Lawrence seemed to me. The
difficulty I had at larger institutions is
that the teaching is just not valued, but I
assumed I should stay with the big places
because I wanted to keep my research
going. But Lawrence turned out to be
ideal in that way. Obviously as an institution we live or die on the basis of whether our teaching is any good. On the other
hand, Lawrence encourages scholarship,
providing the ideal job environment.
What was the biggest adjustment
for you moving from much larger universities to now a smaller university?

Actually, it was really great because
all of the differences were things that
I wanted but didn’t know existed in
colleges. They were all really pleasant
adjustments. Getting to know students,
especially at a personal level, keeping
in contact with alumni through their
careers, teaching small classes, having
students that are very hard working and
well motivated. Just having a lot of smart
students around. Talking to other faculty
outside the math department. Those are
things that I didn’t know you could do
at a college as a faculty person. It might
seem kind of a funny thing to say because
Lawrence students know what a small
college is like. It was just in every case
a very positive adjustment. It was just
what I was looking for, in coming to a
place like this.
What other interests do you have,
when you manage to find free time?
Two things come to mind. I’m a very
serious amateur musician, a guitar player. I play lots of different kinds of music.
I’m primarily involved in church worship
music because of the needs of the church
we go to. I also play a lot of blues, especially rural old blues, some folk music
and older jazz standards that I’m interested in. Also things like baroque music,
Bach and things like that. The other thing
I do is that I am a home brewer. I make
my own ale, various varieties. That is
something that several friends of mine
do. It’s a fun activity to share recipes and
different kinds of beer.
Do you have any further career
aspirations?
That’s a good question. One of the
nice things about a small college is that
there are so many opportunities to try
your hand at various kinds of activities.
The bureaucratic structure above you
tends to be small. One of the things I’ve
been doing the last three years is being
Lawrence’s faculty athletic representative. There are a lot of people who have
done that job very well, it has a good
history, but we’ve needed continuity with

Photo by Mathias Reed

the conference and with the NCAA to try
to make sure we have a really strong link
between the athletic side and the academic side of the institution. So working
with people like Mike Szkodzinski and
coaches and student athletes through the
Student Athletic Advisory Council and
a couple of other things has been really
fun for me the last few years. I am pretty
much interested in all of the various student activities on campus. Over the years
I’ve been involved in all sorts of different
little committees and task forces, again
pretty much like everybody around here.
There isn’t a specific thing I would like to
do. I certainly would never want to be an
administrator!!!

If there was a movie about your
life, who would be the actor to portray
you?
I have no idea! Let me go way back
because I really know old movies way
better than modern movies. We just don’t
watch a lot of movies or any TV at all. My
wife Jean and I like to read, hang out with

friends, and listen to music. But here’s
an idea: Michael Redgrave from the old
Hitchcock movie, “The Lady Vanishes.”
That would be a good actor for me.
If you had any advice to give to
a Lawrence student concerning their
education, what would it be?
Find a subject outside your major
that you are going to study very seriously.
It doesn’t have to be that you get a minor,
but find something not in your major,
the farther away it can be the better. I
was obviously a math major as an undergraduate, but I took my second-most
courses in French and after that German.
If I had been at a place with a really good
art history program, I definitely would
have taken art history. Just try to find a
division that’s not the one your major is
in and find a subject in there that you’re
just interested in. Try to get deeper in
that than just a surface level intro course.

Exploring Wisconsin: where to go when it (finally) warms up
Red Granite Quarry in Red Granite

High Cliff State Park in Sherwood

State Street in Madison

“Summerfest” in Milwaukee

Tucked away in the unassuming town
of Red Granite (population 2,149) is a popular Wisconsin swimming hole. Red Granite
Quarry is an abandoned rock quarry, now
filled with water, that now hosts thousands
of visitors every spring/summer season. If
you’re feeling lazy, you might want to float
along on an inner tube with a beer. If you’re
more of an adrenaline junky, the quarry
is also popular for cliff-jumping. On a hot
day, the place is packed, so leave early. The
quintessential Wisconsin farm scenery on
the drive there isn’t bad, either.

High Cliff State Park is placed in the
northeast corner of Lake Winnebago. The
park is popular for an easy hike with amazing views. The 1,147-acre park is a great
way to get some exercise during the warmer months. For a quaint place to stop for a
snack on the way home, The Chubby Seagull
offers horchata frozen yogurt and mini golf.

If College Ave is the place to see and
be seen in Appleton, Madison’s hot spot
is State Street. Situated next to the state
capitol, the street is Madison’s center of
art, shopping and nightlife. If you miss the
city life, this might be the place to hang out.
Check out Husnu’s for some Mediterranean
food or Roast Public House for drinks.

Imagine watching the Violent Femmes
and The Avett Brothers on the shore of Lake
Michigan. “Summerfest” is a lesser-known
Milwaukee music festival that spans from
June 26 to July 7 and boasts over 800 acts
across 11 stages. The event also hosts food
and beer vendors and several interactive
exhibits. “Summerfest” draws in country
fans and rock fans alike. Check out the complete lineup at summerfest.com.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

8

12 April 2013

THE LAWRENTIAN

Hi, I’m Prov gives a standout show in the Underground
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

_________________________

Last Friday, April 5, the
Lawrence University improvisation troupe “Hi, I’m Prov” performed for an enthusiastic crowd
at the Underground Theater in
Memorial Hall. The troupe formed
last year, and has been honing its
improvisational skills up to this
point.
The show was structured
much like an episode of “Whose
Line is it Anyway?” where the
troupe has preset games that
rely on audience participation to
set their parameters. Though the
format was familiar, the troupe
offered a wide variety of games
to inspire them and get the crowd
smiling.
The first scenario was called
“Emotional Party,” in which four
troupe members were each
assigned emotional states in
which they must show up to the
same party. The crowd chose
“looking for booty,” “flabbergasted,” “allergic” and “devastated.”
The group was not fully connected
in this skit. There were some awkward pauses amongst members of
the troupe, and the actors started
playing off of each other’s emotions instead of staying consistent
to their own.
The combined creativity
of the audience’s ideas and the

troupe’s solid execution made the
following skit, “Press Conference,”
very funny. The scenario was “Air
Bud holds a press conference
because he is the new Pope.” Brian
Zindler played Air Bud, and had
to field questions from the other
actors, who played “the media.”
When asked his stance on the
“All Dogs Go To Heaven” issue,
he answered, “Evolving.” Here, the
group’s collaborative strength was
first seen: all themes were maintained, and humorous questions
were met with equally amusing
responses.
In the next game, a bachelor had to guess the identities of
three contestants in the format
of a “Dating Game.” The contestants? Captain Underpants, one
with a deadly fear of pants, and
a living bag of Doritos. This skit
was very effective. The bachelor,
Joram Zbichorski, asked questions appropriate to the style of
a dating game. In answering, the
contestants were crafty in hinting at their identities without
making them absolutely obvious.
Zbichorski was able to guess correctly two of the three identities,
just short of the bag of Doritos,
even with the hint of “Cool Ranch”
slipped in there.
Perhaps the most creative
skit the group did was called
“Madrigals,” based off of the 16th
century polyphonic song style.
Four of the actors each got a headline from an audience member.

Junior Joram Zbichorski, freshman Jon Hanrahan, junior Brian Zindler and junior Erik Morrison perform in a skit.
Photo by Emma Moss

They each needed to sing their
headline with a different melody
over each other. After they sang
their headline, they proceeded to
mix up the headlines, and keep
cycling through before hitting a
final chord. Headlines such as
“Milk drinkers turned to powder”
and “man trampled by moose in
Canada” became “Canada turned
to powder.” The simplicity of the
concept and the quickness and
confidence with which the group
executed it made this skit my

favorite of the night.
The troupe’s final skit, called
“The Herald,” was a long and complex game consisting of intertwining skits and scenarios. Quick
transitions between beaches and
bike shops were made. Some story
lines were developed: a bike shop
romance was struck up, and they
went on a date to a restaurant
called “Water Galore.” Continuity
in this skit was key. That was
made by such plot developments
and witty integration of themes

from skit to skit. Mayonnaise was
what rich people used for sunscreen in one segment and it was
the main ingredient on a pizza in
another.
Throughout the night, the
pace at which each improviser played off of the others got
quicker. The dialogues became
more natural and fluid. The show
reached a high point of hilarity...
and then it was over. Look out for
“Hi, I’m Prov,” who may be under a
different name, in the future.

Rose Broll debuts solo exhibition Father and son folk duo
on “Inebriation in the Restroom” play in World Music series
Nathan Lawrence
Web Manager

________________________

On April 5, 2013, junior
Studio Art major Rose Broll
gave her first solo photography
exhibition, “Inebriation in the
Restroom,” in LU’s own Seeley G.
Mudd Gallery on the library’s second floor. A series of black and
white photographs printed with
gelatin silver and inkjet, the exhibition examines the complex and
multi-layered interactions that
occur between fellow partyers
after a night of a little too much
revelry.
“I have witnessed some odd

occurrences in the bathroom,”
explains Broll in her Artist’s
Statement, “What role besides its
intended use does the bathroom
play when people are drinking
alcohol? It may be a more secluded extension of the social realm
on the other side of the door; a
place in which to privately purge
the body of the ingested toxins; an
area to be physically isolated, giving oneself a mental pause.”
The images range from playful to extremely dark, pondering
the nature of relationships formed
under the social lubricant as well
as the humorous interactions that
can sometimes occur. Some playfulness always remains, however,
in the titling of her images, a par-

Erin Davis ‘14 examines Broll’s exhibit in the Seeley G. Mudd library on the second floor.
Photo by Nathan Lawrence

ticipatory activity: “The names of
the photographs were produced
and written by inebriated people
of legal drinking age.”
Though Broll’s photos are
technically very well done, their
true power lies in their storytelling abilities. Through her use of
multiple or long exposures, Broll
is able to tell an extended narrative, complete with multiple
distinct events leading to a clear
conclusion. This literalization of
photography’s storytelling abilities is unique and impressive. I
have never been more excited by
an LU artist’s first show, and look
forward to seeing more of Broll’s
work in the future.

Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

________________________

Not everyone picks up an
instrument as four-year-old and
spends most of their childhood
and adolescence honing their
skills to eventually become a virtuoso. Some people don’t come to
music until later in their life. Such
is the case with both Brad and Ken
Kolodner, a father-son old-timey
folk duo who performed in Harper
Hall on April 3 as part of the conservatory’s World Music Series.
Ken Kolodner graduated from
Lawrence in 1976 with majors
in Psychology and Sociology. He
went on to a get a Ph.D. in epidemiology at the Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health. It was
in graduate school that Kolodner
decided he was going to teach himself to play the fiddle by listening
to recordings, despite never having played a musical instrument
before. Eventually he learned to
play the hammered dulcimer and
is now one of the best players in
the country. Although Kolodner
has mainly earned his income by
performing since graduating from
Johns Hopkins, he still consults
in public health and has published many articles. Kolodner
epitomizes the liberal arts ideal
of multidisciplinary interest and
excellence.
What makes the story of
Kolodner’s musical journey even
more singular is the other half
of the duo, the other Kolodner:
his son Brad. Beginning a family tradition, Brad didn’t pick up
an instrument until later in life
either. He went to the summer

music camp where his dad was
teaching to “hang out with the
other kids” and do other normal
summer camp activities, but he
ended up discovering a passion
for the banjo when the pennywhistle class was full. Now Brad
is an up-and-coming, award-winning musician and composer. He
specializes in the clawhammer
banjo, whose soft, gentle sound he
says is less “obnoxious” than the
bluegrass banjo.
The father-son relationship
of the duo creates a very special, intimate concert atmosphere
and synergistic musicianship.
The two seemed perfectly in tune
while playing, standing very close
together and often catching each
other’s eyes. In fact, the performance felt more like a gathering of
friends than a formal concert. The
two frequently teased each other
between songs; when Brad needed to tune before starting a song,
Ken commented, “My instrument
has 90 strings, and he needs to
tune.” Later, Brad quipped that he
didn’t pick an instrument with 90
strings because when you do have
to tune, you’re there for hours
upon hours.
The hammered dulcimer is
a very old instrument of possible Persian origins with a sound
somewhat similar to a harp. It
lends an underlying driving yet
delicate rhythm to the traditional
music, making for a very engaging
and pleasant listening experience.
The “old-time” music that the
Kolodners play is the precursor to
bluegrass. Many of the songs are
centuries old and developed from
African and Celtic influences (the

See page 12
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JACOB
SPOTLIGHT BEDROSKE
THE

ARTIST

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

________________________

“My philosophy is that fulfillment in any art or profession
comes when your own work,
words and actions are of benefit
to yourself and those around
you,” says cello performance
major Jacob Bedroske. We
should expect to see his philosophy in action during his upcoming senior recital.
Bedroske will be playing
an all 20th century program:
Francis Poulenc’s sonata for
cello and piano, three pieces
for cello and piano by Nadia
Boulanger and a solo cello suite
by Gaspar Cassado.
“But don’t let that scare you
away! It’s all pretty consonant,
really!” he defended. “Expect
quirkiness mixed with simplicity and beauty, all topped off with
some Spanish drama.”
A cellist since age six,
Bedroske has considerable
respect for the instrument.
“I just loved its sound,” he
explained, “and definitely still
do. It’s a hugely versatile instrument, and feels physically very
natural to play. Plus, you always
get to have a seat!”
His instrumental repertoire
isn’t reserved to the cello, however. He can play the trombone

and plays bass guitar for a “progressive nerd trash metal” band
called Forcefield from Menasha.
Bedroske has a particular
penchant for music that pushes
the boundaries of its genre—
progressive and unusual music.
But artists who stick to their
genre and are good at it are
great, too.
“Lately I’ve been on a metal
and electronic music kick,” he
continued. “Yes, Dream Theater,
Revocation and a lesserknown producer Seven Lions
are some of my favorite artists, just to name a few. For cellists, some influences are Lynn
Harroll, Jacqueline Du Pre and
Apocalyptica.”
As he hails from Oshkosh,
Bedroske explored many distant
schools before realizing that it
wasn’t necessary to go far away
to find a fantastic education.
“Lawrence basically had everything I wanted,” he said. “And
while I’m far enough away that
I’m not pestered by my family,
it’s close enough that I can go
back and visit and get free laundry and food to boot.”
He has been, all things considered, very much pleased with
his experiences here. His professors have all been helpful and
personable, and outside of occasionally not being able to find a
practice room, the Conservatory
has expanded his playing huge-

ly in both technical and artistic
respects.
“The best part about
Lawrence, though, is the people
here,” he concluded. “I’ve made
so many wonderful friends and
connections here that will definitely last a long time.”
For the time being,
Bedroske’s post-grad plans are
to stick around town. He works
at Stringworks in Appleton, a
stringed instrument workshop
and seller. He will likely also
audition for some orchestras
and ensembles in the area, “play
the scene” a bit, as he definitely
wants to keep musical collaboration as a part of his life.
On campus, Bedroske is
involved in Gaming Club and
Computer Science Club.
“It’s so much more than
couch potato escapism,” he
explained, “especially when
multiple people are playing
together!”
He is an automobile nut as
well, especially classic models
of all nationalities. (“Saab-in’ for
life!”)
He is also involved in the
Heavy Metal Ensemble of
Lawrence University. “Our concert is May 2 at 8 p.m. in the
Chapel,” he said.
Bedroske wishes to deliver a gargantuan pile of thank
yous toward his accompanists
Michael Gold and Evan Conway.

Photo by Elizabeth Landes

“I owe you guys like a million
drinks,” he said.
The recital will be on April

15 at 8 p.m. in Harper Hall.

McCann explores underside of New York Netflix’s new releases offer
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

______________________

Popularly known for his
beautifully moving novel “Let the
Great World Spin,” Irish author
Colum McCann returns to the
city of New York to serve as the
backdrop for his highly acclaimed
work, “This Side of Brightness.”
Delving into the underground
tunnels of New York City four to
five times a week while beginning his first draft of the novel,
McCann writes in an interview
about “This Side of Brightness”
found on his official website that
he found himself meeting “all
sorts of people—junkies, war veterans, people who’d recently been
let out of mental asylums, others
who had just lost their jobs. I was
put in all sorts of different situations. Being Irish helped me—I
was never seen as part of the
established order, the system. I
was outside.” With the help of
those experiences, McCann certainly paints an accurate and very
humbling image of what it is like
to live without a home.
The story opens with a character by the name of Treefrog, a
now-homeless man with a secret
who had previously worked as a
construction worker specializing
in building skyscrapers, who frees
a heron from the frozen Hudson
river. While a seemingly futile gesture, it is a beautiful image that

will serve as one of the key examples of freedom, a theme that is
frequently found within the novel.
Within the tunnels, Treefrog lives
among prostitutes, drug addicts,
criminals and the like and the
many characters to which McCann
introduces us are all unique and
very much imperfect.
Within
the
narrative,
Treefrog’s story alternates with
the story of Nathan Walker, a
“sandhog” who worked to build
the underground train tunnels connecting Manhattan and
Brooklyn. Their stories intersect when Treefrog moves to
live in the tunnels Walker built.
Navigating through racial differences and the challenges that
occurred during the ‘30s and ‘40s
in New York, among many other
themes, McCann explores preju-

dice and brings to light the triviality of prejudice in all of its shapes
and forms. In the train tunnels
between Manhattan and Brooklyn
where men of all colors and backgrounds risk their lives day in and
day out to build these tunnels,
one’s racial identity holds no status over another’s.
Through weaving historical
fact and fictional truth by exploring the grit and dirt surrounding
the lives of these men, McCann
also manages to bring to light the
hardships of the lower-middle
class people who sometimes work
dangerous jobs in order to put
food on the table for their families.
By focusing on places and people
that are usually forgotten, “This
Side of Brightness” may be seen as
extremely depressing and dark to
some readers. However, readers
need to remember that we can try
hard to turn a blind eye to sorrow
and hardship but it will always
exist. The key is to look for the
little snippets of brightness that
show up among the dark.
Taking that into account,
“This Side of Brightness” is more
moving and beautiful than sad as
it takes us on a journey starting
from the underground tunnels to
the tippy-top of the tallest skyscrapers in New York City. Readers
will find characters struggling and
dealing with generational gaps
as they read McCann’s beautiful
passages about resurrection or
rebirth of one’s life and existence.

plenty of entertainment
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

________________________

In this past month, five movies have been added to Netflix that
are definitely worth your while.
There are most likely more that
offer adequate entertainment, but
these five stand out.
1. “Safety Not Guaranteed,”
2012, starring Aubrey Plaza, Mark
Duplass and Jake Johnson:
Winner of the Waldo
Screenwriting Award, this movie
is a hidden gem. It tells the story
of writer Jeff Schwensen (Jake
Johnson) and his interns Darius
Britt and Arnau’s (Aubrey Plaza
and Karan Soni) secret pursuit of
a story on a man named Kenneth
Calloway
(Mark
Duplass).
Calloway believes he can time
travel and has put a classified in
the newspaper seeking a partner in his expedition. Behind
the unique premise is a poignant
story of love, loss and success.
The actors each give a stand-out
performance, but Plaza is truly
the light of the movie. Those who
watch “Parks and Recreation”
should be sure to look into this
movie to see April in a whole new
role. The ending is a surprising
one, and sets the movie apart from
some of its hipster-indie counterparts, which I personally appreciated. Overall, this movie will truly

make you laugh and smile.
2. “Roman Holiday,” 1953,
starring Audrey Hepburn, Gregory
Peck and Eddie Albert:
A classic, this film makes the
list as another Audrey Hepburn
success. The story is that of a
princess running away from her
duties for just a day and finding
love in the process. While it may
sound trite, it is one of the first
of its kind and the beauty of the
cinematography gives this movie
a timelessness many movies lack.
3. “Friends With Kids,” 2011,
starring Adam Scott, Jennifer
Westfeldt, Jon Hamm, Kristen
Wiig and Maya Rudolph:
“Friends With Kids” is
a funny and sweet movie with
one of the best casts a comedy
could ask for. While the storyline
has been done before in various
ways—(“The Switch,” “The BackUp Plan,” “Knocked Up”)—the cast
makes the story their own and
creates a perfectly entertaining
movie about friends who have a
baby together and then fall in love.
If you enjoyed “Bridesmaids” or
“The Switch,” you’re sure to enjoy
the comedic timing and romantic
nature of this movie.
4. “The Hunger Games,” 2012,
starring Jennifer Lawrence, Josh
Hutcherson and Liam Hemsworth:
I’m going to take a shot in
the dark and guess that most

See page 12
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Encouraging Campus Debate
On April 2nd, as a part of Women’s Empowerment Week, a panel discussion was held on sexual
assault and rape culture on the Lawrence campus. The four-person panel included representatives
from the Voices of Men, the Sexual Harassment and Assault Resource Board, a therapist from the Sexual
Assault Crisis Center, and an officer from the Appleton Police Department.
Halfway through the discussion, the moderator asked all panelists a question along the lines of,
“If you could change one thing about rape culture, what would it be?” After the first three panelists
answered, the Appleton police officer implied that some assaults were not as legitimate as others
because they did not match the legal definition of rape and thereby wasted law enforcement officers’
time.
One attendee immediately expressed disdain with his response, garnering applause from almost
all members of the audience. One community member even lashed out at the officer before storming
out. While his answer was certainly controversial, we at The Lawrentian feel that this is an important
opportunity to encourage more engaging and educational events so that opposing viewpoints can
easily lead to productive conversations. It can be difficult to tread lightly when discussing the heavy
topics of sexual assault and rape culture, especially when there is no authoritative perspective on any
controversial issue, but candid and civil discussion of opposing viewpoints is one of the cornerstones
of any liberal arts eduction.
If we really want to encourage this open discussion, we will have to be prepared. Part of being truly
open is treating people with respect regardless of whether their opinions match our own. We at The
Lawrentian laud not only students who respectfully opposed him, but also students who approached
the officer after the panel to personally engage him in a civil conversation about the thorny nature of
sexual assault.
Finally, if we want Appleton and the world at large to feel comfortable participating in a discussion
at Lawrence, holding educational forums could encourage the acceptance of a variety of educational
backgrounds, lifestyles, opinions, etc. Let’s step out of the Bubble, and move forward.

Monetary entitlement in Ormsby
Andrew Calderon
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

I was prompted to write this
article because of a disheartening
incident that occurred this week.
First, I’ll explain the incident.
Then I’ll elucidate the ideological
and ethical dilemmas it evinces.
This weekend I attended
the PossePlus Retreat. This year’s
subject matter was “Class, Power
and Privilege in the United States.”
This topic underlies what I found
upon returning to my dorm,
Ormsby.
Generally, the second floor of
Ormsby is in shambles, especially
during the weekend. This aspect is
made more severe by the antiquity
of the dormitory. When I returned
from the PossePlus Retreat, I
found the bathroom and hallway
so dirty that I was prompted to
clean it myself—truthfully, it’s
been in worse conditions, but I
was moved by the conversations
I’d had over the weekend.
There was Easter paper
strewn across the south hallway,
and the bathrooms were riddled
with toilet paper, hand towels and
various forms of human waste. I
was moved to clean because the
image of our janitor having to
clean up that mess enraged and
saddened me.
After I finished cleaning, I
hand-wrote a poster with the following: “Would you like to wake

up at 4:30 a.m. to clean up the
3rd floor of Ormsby? No! Every
morning, a fellow student and
custodian must wake up to be
here and collect the semblances
of your inconsiderateness and
carelessness. Please Cease being
unconscientious!” and put it up. I
assumed it would be vandalized
and torn down at some point, but
I hoped it might affect some of my
floor mates positively. As expected, it was vandalized the next day
with an addendum.
The gravity of the opinion
expressed on the poster and the
antagonism directed at the janitor was shocking: The student
assumed that the janitor wrote
the message. The addition is revelatory of an opinion that might be
held by many here on campus, an
opinion that demands attention.
The vandal seemed to think
that paying “$120,000” to go to
this school somehow exonerates
you from having to consider the
effect your behavior has on the
staff who work to maintain the
hygiene of Lawrence University.
In fact, the student seems to
think that you’re entitled to make
demands of the staff, such as: “[…]
you’re a paid custodian who made
the choice to work this job, so you
know what? I say go clean it twice
as much as you do now, because
believe us, we’re more fed up with
you than you are with us.”
Absolutely! Especially since

students cannot possibly be
responsible for the rubbish and
mess in the hallways and bathrooms after a Lawrence weekend;
as this student points out, “the
difference between Trever and
Ormsby on a Sunday morning is
you, not me.” Hence, the responsibility of maintenance falls on
the shoulders of the staff, not
the students, so it follows that
our janitor should “[…] suck it
up and accept that [he’s] getting
paid to clean piss and vomit off
the floors.” If they’d prefer otherwise, then they should “quit the
job” because “somebody else will
gladly take it.” The student also
added some anecdotal evidence,
citing a circumstance when the
janitor, “walked into the filthy
bathrooms, and said, ‘fuck that’
and walked out without cleaning
them,” which the student thinks
takes away the janitor’s “credibility […] along with the 6 a.m. vacuuming and two week long period
where you forgot to take out the
hallway trash.”
Unbeknownst to the student,
the janitor responsible for the
aforementioned incompetency
was an adjunct who replaced our
official janitor for two weeks due
to illness.
I recount this information not
because I want to condemn the
student who wrote it, but rather
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“What is at
the top of your
Lawrence
University
bucket list?”

Journey from Judgmentalism
Marika Straw
Staff Writer

_________________________

When you’re trying to inspire
someone to care about something
you’re passionate about, you need
to meet them where they are.
I learned this the hard way. I
became a Conservatory drop-out
three quarters through my freshman year when I found myself in
the middle of a rainstorm, sobbing to a friend that I wasn’t doing
anything good for the world.
Something had to change.
So I decided to live in
Greenfire and spent my first
year there happily immersed in
a cocoon of people who were as
passionate about environmental
issues as I was.
What I didn’t realize was that
bit by bit, I was picking up an attitude that all too many activists fall
prey to: The assumption that you
are right, everyone else is wrong;
and that if you try hard enough to
persuade people of this, they will
see reason and join the cause at
your level of commitment.
By saying this, I do not mean
to attack Greenfire. My intention is
to point out that this is an attitude
that anyone who is extremely passionate about something, especially an activist cause, can fall
prey to. When you are immersed
in an environment with a high
concentration of people like this,
it is all too easy for people within
that environment to collectively
fall prey to this harmful attitude.
That summer, I interned at
the University of Minnesota’s
Human Rights Center. A zealous
environmentalist, I was resentfully noticed by my coworkers
doing such things as avoiding buying a popsicle because it involved
disposable wrapping; subverting
orders to print things I did not feel
needed to be printed; and writing
a long explanation of exactly why
human rights activists should also
be environmentalists and saving it
to the shared drive.
This, understandably, led to
tension in the office. At the end
of the summer, I was told by a
coworker who I deeply respected for the way her Catholic faith
drove her conviction in social justice that I was extremely judgmental and needed to have more
mercy.

Mercy?
I’ve spent the past couple of
years trying to figure out what she
meant by that and how it could be
put into practice. I’ve pondered
the ways I have judged people
who didn’t live up to my standards. I’ve traveled abroad and
been humbled by the smallness of
my own actions. And I’ve wrestled
with the question of how to be
nonjudgmental while still working towards and achieving change.
I’ve come to the conclusion
that the answer lies somewhere in
meeting people at their commitment level and traveling forward
from there. Most people do care at
least a little bit about most issues,
especially on this campus; but not
everyone is going to be willing to
commit to your cause at the same
commitment level as you.
While this can be frustrating
when you are extremely passionate about a cause, it’s a reality
of life, and becoming frustrated
with it is not going to help you
move your cause forward. Neither
is judging people who aren’t as
committed as you.
By judging those whom you
perceive to care less than you, you
risk causing people who might
have supported you, just not as
much as you wanted them to, to
turn against you in frustration and
resentment.
Instead, you need to allow
people to support you to the
extent with which they are comfortable by taking the time to
determine what this extent is,
showing your appreciation for
their support, and, from this base
of common understanding, gently
encouraging them to continue or
increase their support.
What I think my Catholic coworker meant when she used the
word “mercy” in addition to the
word “nonjudgmental” was that
it’s not enough to simply not judge
people with whom you disagree.
You need to reach past nonjudgmentalism into the realm of forgiveness.
Think of it as acknowledging that we all have our own
faults, values and opinions, and
that while we may disagree with
others, we need to respect their
right to hold their own values and
opinions.
When we simply judge oth-
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“Hide from security and
sleep over in the chapel.”
-Morgan Krhin

“Go on the marine term.”
-Madison Evans

“Live in Hiett.”
-Patrick Doughty
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Lawrence on Lawrence: Popping the LU bubble
Nathan Lawrence
Web Manager

_________________________

It’s likely that every student has heard of “The Lawrence
Bubble” at least once—if not regularly—in their time at the university, but what does it actually
mean to us as students on campus? We are incredibly privileged
to be at such a great school within
such a colorful and interesting
community, yet very few of us
statistically ever choose to “pop”
our own Lawrence Bubbles.
Lawrence is a great school.
Since I have been here, I suspect I
have learned more than I ever did
in the first 13 years of my education. I have explored many different academic fields and made the
closest friends I have ever had.
All of us are blessed to be
Lawrentians, attending such a
great environment. Unfortunately,
if we do not explore the outside
community, we are missing out
on a lot that Lawrence has to
offer.
This was something I found
myself thinking about this past

week as I made a brief but chilly
commute down College Avenue to
Walgreens for cold medicine this
past week.
On the walk, it finally
occurred to me just how much
being a member not only of the
Lawrence community, but also
of the Appleton community as a
whole has impacted me.
Since
coming
t o

Lawrence
last year, I
have been able
to take volunteer
trips to warming shelters, help with fall chores a t
Edison Elementary, work for a
major political campaign, and
even make a documentary film
about an important issue in our
small community. In doing these

activities, I have been able to
meet new friends and find incredible community mem- b e r s
with stories to
tell that I never
would have
seen otherwise.
In my
work
with

local LGBT and mental health
causes, I have been able to meet
brave members of
our local community willing
to speak out
in ways that I
never could.
All these opportunities and more present themselves to
Lawrentians
interested
in
engaging with

“We are
missing out
on a lot that
Lawrence has to
offer.”

Illustration by Cori Lin

Appleton and the greater Fox
Valley. Many students embrace
them, but still more choose to
ignore them altogether.
There are many ways interested Lawrentians can start
to pierce their own personal
“Lawrence Bubbles.”
Eating out, shopping on
College Avenue and even taking
walks around the town to explore
various fantastic parks and landmarks are all opportunities I
suspect many students may pass
up in favor of the usual campusfocused routine.
These are great, but the
best opportunities are those that
lie in service to our wonderful
Appleton community in one way
or another. There are opportunities to volunteer for just about
any kind of passion, whether it
is related to homelessness, politics, mental health, education or
other areas. I strongly encourage
interested students to visit the
Volunteer Center to learn more
about available opportunities.
It’s no great secret that

See page 4

New hardware arrives on campus to help with Internet issues
Erty Seidel

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Students have been noticing
problems with Lawrence’s internet for quite a while now, especially when trying to load sites like
YouTube, or play online games
like League of Legends.
The quality of the connection
can be terrible, often seeming to
hang or disconnect for minutes at
a time. Complaints seem to have
gone unanswered, especially for
gamers on campus. As one disgruntled senior put it, Lawrence
has “internet service on this campus that many students agree is
utterly unacceptable for an institution of this caliber.”
So what is causing the problem? Many students are quick
to blame the local bandwidth
shaping hardware or Lawrence’s
Internet Service Provider (ISP),
Time Warner Cable. Steve
Armstrong, director of technology services, and Terry Schmitt,
senior network engineer, aren’t so
hasty to point fingers. I met with
both men early Tuesday morning,
to try to understand the problems
with the network.
The main issue in the past
has been a lack of bandwidth,
but Lawrence’s internet pipe has
doubled in capacity twice in the
last three years, from 100Mbps to
200MBps, and again to 400Mbps.

(Mbps, or megabits per second, is
a measure of internet throughput.
A megabit is equal to one million bits.) Looking at the bandwidth charts for the last week,
Armstrong points out that the
campus has quite a ways to go
before hitting that cap. On an average night, the entire campus only
uses about 260Mbps, well below
the maximum.
“A lot of problems went away
when we got to that 400,” said
Armstrong, “Now what we’re left
with is really more quality of service issues.”
And it’s those Quality of
Service (QoS) issues that are now
plaguing campus. The only problem: nobody knows why they’re
happening.
Internet service is delivered
via tiny “packets” of information,
and there’s a long and intricate
path that a single packet takes
to get to a computer on campus:
From the Internet, through Time
Warner, the firewall, bandwidth
shaper, core network switches,
and finally out to each user.
Why the lack of QoS? Not
even Armstrong knows: “It could
be coming from anywhere along
this path.”
One of the main problems is
a high number of these internet
packets are being discarded by the
bandwidth shaper and firewall.
Discarding packets is typical—

packets that don’t have a valid
destination or are unsolicited are
supposed to be thrown away. But
what’s abnormal is the number of
these packets that are hammering
on Lawrence’s network.
According to the bandwidth
shaper, we’re getting a much
higher number than the average
system, usually indicative of a
misconfiguration or a denial of
service attack.
Lawrence is also receiving
some packets out of order at the
firewall, indicative of a misconfiguration or error upstream. These
packets, however, are a type that
should not influence gaming. For
those who speak the language:
only TCP packets are being affected, not UDP packets usually used
for gaming.
Additionally, Armstrong and
Schmitt have been working closely with the firewall’s vendor, and
so far they have not been able
to replicate the error, ruling out
the firewall as the source of the
problems.
Fortunately, Lawrence isn’t
fighting these issues alone. The
vendors for the bandwidth shaper
hardware are helping out.
They’re loaning a hardware
tool to Lawrence to inspect packets that are discarded, in an effort
to figure out the reason for the
deluge. Schmitt, in charge of working with the new tool, is grateful:

“Take a shower in the
upstairs Con. West bathroom.”
-Gabriella Guilfoil

“Being on the photo poll!””
-Erty Seidel

“To change campus policy
to allow you to have a cat in
your dorm.”
-Jon Stombres

“They’re going above and beyond
[…] we’re hoping to have [the tool]
up and going today.”
Armstrong knows that the
problem won’t be easy, saying,
“we won’t really know [the cause],
probably for at least a week.”
The Future of Lawrence’s
Internet:
The main issue right now
is figuring out the cause for the
dropped packets, but Armstrong
and Schmitt also have plans to
improve the overall internet at
Lawrence.
Upgrades are planned for this
summer, and although seniors will
just have to put up with two more
months of slow YouTube, returning students can rest assured that
the problem will most likely be
resolved by the time they return
in the fall.
As
mentioned
above,
one major upgrade will be the
improvement of most of the oncampus internet to 1000Mbps
speeds. Some dorms—notably
Kohler and the first floor of Plantz,
are hindered by old wiring which
restricts connections to 10Mbps.
That said, this is not the
cause for any of the lag—even at
maximum load, students only use
a fraction of that capacity. The
upgrade is more future-proofing
than anything else.
Additionally, ITS is considering raising campus bandwidth to a

1000Mbps, over twice our current
bandwidth, provided the cost is
right. Doing this would also allow
the bandwidth shaper to be much
more liberal with its distribution
of bandwidth, potentially resolving some issues. The firewall will
also be upgraded sometime in
the next few weeks, which may
resolve some of the issues.
“It’s definitely our top priority to figure out these quality of
service issues,” said Armstrong.
What students can do:
If you feel that you have bad
internet access in your room, the
best solution is to try using wired
internet. ITS can help provide
hardware and instruction on how
to do this. Make sure that you’re
not running your own wireless
access point, as it will interfere
with Lawrence’s and cause slower
service for everyone.
Students next year should
see a massive increase to wireless capability as the access points
will be upgraded so that they
have 1000Mbps connections to
Lawrence’s core servers.
Meanwhile, students can
report internet disruptions at
http://omnomzom.com/lagtracker, a tool created by the author of
this article which has been helpful
to ITS—they look at the time that
lag was reported and investigate

“Throw a rager in the Nipple
of Knowledge.””
-Ken Goh

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Entitlement

continued from page 10

to demonstrate what this perspective neglects. In a sense, I am
thankful to the student, since his
reaction provided the conditions
requisite to warrant writing this
article.
The student indicated dissatisfaction with the cleanliness of
the space and admonished the
janitor for allowing it to remain
that way. What seems odd is the
displacement of agency, shifted
from the students who create the
mess to the janitor who must deal
with the consequences. The student says, “Do you think I deserve
to take a shit on urine covered
seats 14
everyday?!” 15
but who 16
is
responsible for the seats being

covered in urine to begin with?
Should we as students not
also be accountable for maintaining the hygiene of the space
we inhabit, not only for our own
sakes but also for the sake of those
we cohabitate with?
I think we should. This does
not imply physically cleaning;
doing so would render the custodial staff redundant. It does imply
conducting oneself with care. It is
not difficult to aim properly; it is
not difficult to make sure paper
towels reach the receptacle.
Failing to engage in these
behaviors belittles the importance and necessity of the custodial staff’s work, and it disregards
their humanity. Yes, they are being
paid; but that doesn’t entitle us
to carelessly
17 undo the
18 work they19
carry out everyday. Your money

being channeled into their pockets does not confer any special
rights. If you think the contrary,
then you possess a false sense
of entitlement; dangerous, in that
it sanctions blatant disrespect
and abuse towards other human
beings. That, in my opinion, is the
troubling part of this situation.
I urge students to evaluate
their positions on this matter and
empathize with the custodial staff
by imagining themselves in a janitorial position: Waking up every
morning to find the bathrooms
and hallways destroyed by foreign objects, a strange residue and
the murky waters of the previous night’s festivities. It is out of
respect for our custodians, out
of respect for our peers and out
of respect
20 for ourselves that we
should strive to alter our behavior.

Earth Week
Co-op
Talk

Netflix
continued from page 8

Chasing
Green
Icetrainer. Overall, theBuilding
film is a must
see
if
you
haven’t
seen
it already,
Film
Talk

and if you have, it is definitely
worth a second watch.
Lawrentians are familiar with
5. “Bachelorette,” 2012,
this film.
The story
is that of23
a Kirsten24
Dunst, Lizzy25
Caplan, Adam
26
21
22
post-apocalyptic North America Scott, and Isla Fischer:
Winona Yet another film includRadical
where every
year 24Happy
adolescents
between
the
ages
of
12
and
18
LaDuke,
ing Adam Scott has made the
Activism
Earth
are chosen to compete in a fight- list. However, “Bachelorette” is
Speech
Talktournament,
Day!viewed
to-the-death
definitely in a league of its own.
and Q&A
by theSun.
entire population. Woody
This film takes “Bridesmaids” to
Harrelson gives an excellent per- a place it did not dare go. The
formance as Katniss and Peeta’s story centers around ridiculously

Sun.
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World Music

I definitely had a wonderful
time at the concert, along with
everyone else, but I will admit
that sometimes the songs began
to run together, with all of the

students Davey Harrison (mandolin), Martha O’Donnell (fiddle),
Ilan Blanck (guitar), and Nick
Allen (double bass). They turned
the concert into a bit of a party,

very satisfied audience. The concert was a great success for all
involved. Hopefully Ken will come
back with Brad to visit his alma
mater again sometime soon.

through reaching past nonjudgmentalism into mercy by respecting other people’s viewpoints and
levels of commitment, we open

collaboration, helping both our
cause and the cause of greater
understanding among humanity.

Staff Historian:
Greenfire’s Annual Earth Day Fest!
Stopping Civilization’s Violence to the Earth:
Stephen Nordin
Join Lierre Kieth, writer, radical feminist, food activist and
Join Greenfire and dozens of campus organizations for our earth day
Circulation Manager:
environmentalist as she speaks on civilization’s violence to the earth and
festival where we celebrate the earth and continue to explore
how our
Amanda
Ollerer
actionsand
can protect it and Members
our communities.
4/27, 1-3pm,
Warch
the need for serious resistance.
4/21,
1pm,
SteitzBut102
their
potential
support.
ourselves up to their support
of
Subscriptions Manager:

Journey

continued from page 10

ers, we close ourselves off from
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We OWN It: Cooperatives Build a Better World:
Join LU alum Cathy Statz, Education Director for Wisconsin Farmers
Union and Margaret Bau, USDA Coop.Development Specialist as they
share the near-mystic powers of cooperative organization for
community and planetary health! 4/14, 1pm, Kramer Room
Chasing Ice Film Screening:
Watch James Balog’s award-winning documentary with us! Chasing Ice
captures rapidly-increasing glacial ice melt and glacier calving on film
as very visual reminders of climate change. 4/16, 7pm, Cinema

Build it Better, Build it Green:
Join Ed Gulick, architect for High Plains Architects as he talks about green
building and why it’s a critical component to achieving
sustainability as a society. 4/18, 8pm, Youngchild 121

Moving Forward in the Environmental Movement:
Join Winona LaDuke, internationally acclaimed author and
environmental and indigenous activist as she speaks on how connections
to the land can help us move our societies and economies foward to a
better environmental future. 4/23, 7pm, Youngchild 121

Stopping Civilization’s Violence to the Earth:
Join Lierre Kieth, writer, radical feminist, food activist and
environmentalist as she speaks on civilization’s violence to the earth and
the need for serious resistance. 4/21, 1pm, Steitz 102

Greenfire’s Annual Earth Day Fest!
Join Greenfire and dozens of campus organizations for our earth day
festival where we celebrate the earth and continue to explore how our
actions can protect it and our communities. 4/27, 1-3pm, Warch

More events on Greenfire’s Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/LawrenceGreenfire

